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Our metropolis is an ideal place for the sport of rowing in all kinds of ways. Due
to its many waterside locations and its tradition of hospitality and openness to
the world, the Hanseatic City is considered to be the cradle of rowing in Germany
and continental Europe.

The Alster Lake and the rivers Bille and Elbe with their numerous tributaries and
canals make Hamburg one of the most attractive urban areas in Europe, the city’s
scenic beauty serving as the perfect backdrop for the unique art of rowing. 

With the Dove-Elbe water park, Hamburg offers one of the world’s most modern
regatta courses suitable for international rowing contests. Immediately adjacent
to the North German Olympic base run by the federal states of Hamburg and
Schleswig-Holstein, trainers and athletes enjoy excellent conditions for training-
sessions and competitions.

As a dynamic sports city with an enthusiastic public, the Free and Hanseatic City
is becoming more and more attractive as a location for international contests and
championships – from soccer’s FIFA World Cup to handball and triathlon world
championships, to great annual sporting bonanzas such as the Hamburg Marathon
and Hamburg Cyclassics bicycle race.

Hamburg is determined to uphold and further strengthen its vibrant rowing tradi-
tion in the years to come. That is why it would give us great pleasure to be
selected to host major regattas and rowing world cups in the near future. 

Welcome to Hamburg!

Ole von Beust
First Mayor of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg
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Situated on the River Elbe and around the Alster lakes, with its green boulevards,
squares and parks, Hamburg is often considered to be the most beautiful city in
the heart of Europe. 4.3 million people live in the city-state of Hamburg and sur-
rounding metropolitan region, enjoying the outstanding quality of life offered by
its unique waterside location and cosmopolitan flair.

With its port and a dynamic economy, the international trading metropolis is one
of Europe’s fastest growing metropolitan regions. Its international range of sport
and culture along with its shopping and leisure facilities, fairs and festivals, as well
as varied, vibrant nightlife, attract millions of visitors year after year.

Hamburg – continental Europe’s cradle of rowing
The city’s abundance of water makes it ideal for rowing. Mainland Europe’s first
rowing club was founded here in 1836. The earliest large-scale rowing regattas
were held here, leading to the foundation of Germany’s first regatta association
in 1844, the ‘Allgemeiner Alster-Club’ (AAC). 

Today, Hamburg’s rowing tradition flourishes in 20 rowing clubs with more than
5,000 active members. Within just ten years, total membership rose by 20 per-
cent. In collaboration with the state of Schleswig-Holstein, Hamburg maintains an
Olympic training centre, where rowing is a priority sport. And Hamburg has a
modern regatta course that complies with international standards at the Dove-
Elbe water sports park.

World Rowing in Hamburg – at a Glance
The number of championship titles won by rowers from Hamburg has been close
to a record-breaking level for decades. Ever since the coxed fours of the ‘Germa-
nia Ruderclub Hamburg’ won gold at the Summer Olympics in Paris in 1900,
Hamburg’s rowers have brought home lots of Olympic medals.

Hamburg welcomes the international rowing elite
Hamburg has plenty to offer – both as a base for elite athletic sports and venue
for top international events like world and european championships. Rowing
enjoys a very special role due to the city’s unmatched expanses of water ideal
for rowing.

All of Hamburg’s rowers, clubs, associations, fans, as well as the Hamburg sen-
ate’s active sports policy, are united in pursuit of the same goal: the experience
of world championship regattas in Hamburg. The city itself is investing by ex-
panding its modern regatta course at the Dove-Elbe water park, where numerous
international rowing events have already been held. The Hanseatic City is all set
for the start and delighted to invite the international rowing family – Welcome to
Hamburg, the City of Sports!

‘Hamburg has a great tradition in rowing – 
and equally great potential for international rowing, with the city’s many rowing clubs
and trainers all pulling together in recruiting young talent.’

Peter-Michael Kolbe 
World Champion Rower
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Hamburg’s Rowing Tradition
International rowing has some of its oldest and strongest roots in Hamburg. The
watercourses of the rivers Elbe, Alster and Bille offer ideal conditions for this tra-
ditional sport. And the inhabitants of the ‘Gateway to the World’, as Hamburg is
often called, have always been known for their openness, given by the port and
its international trade connections. So it comes as no surprise that Hamburg mer-
chants were keen to discover the originally English sport of rowing from their
British business partners over 170 years ago.

Pioneer oarsmen with Hanseatic virtues
In June 1836, eleven Hamburg merchants founded ‘Der Hamburger Ruder Club’,
the first rowing club outside England. According to its charter it was ‘a sociable
club, whose main purpose consists of common rowing practices’. This marked
the birth of rowing as a sport in Germany. A short time later, in April 1853, Ham-
burg’s second rowing club was founded as the ‘Germania Ruderclub’. Both clubs
merged – in 1934 – to become the ‘Hamburger und Germania Ruder Club’. With
over 700 members it is now Germany’s largest rowing club and also the world’s
second oldest, after the Leander Boat Club in Henley. 

Hamburg’s first rowing regatta took place on the Outer Alster in September 1844,
with the ‘Hamburger Ruder Club’ competing against the British merchants of the
‘English Rowing Club’. In English six-man boats, the regatta was run over a trian-

gular course of approx. 14,400 feet on the Outer Alster. The Hamburg team
reached the finishing line 30 seconds before the English team. In the wake of this
success, the regatta committee went on to found the ‘Allgemeiner Alster-Club’
(AAC) on 12th October 1844.

A great tradition of regattas: 
the Allgemeiner Alster-Club

Hamburg’s new sport soon proved so popular that more rowing clubs and asso-
ciations joined the ‘Allgemeiner Alster-Club’. As the first regatta association in
Germany, it laid the foundation for Hamburg’s famous Alster rowing regattas,
which carried the flag for Hamburg’s rowing tradition all the way through to the
mid 20th century.

Today, 20 Hamburg rowing clubs belong to the ‘Allgemeiner Alster-Club’, which
merged with the ‘Norddeutscher Ruderer-Bund’ in 1980. It was this traditional
rowing association that initiated the construction of the new regatta course in
the Dove-Elbe water park, with the support of the Free and Hanseatic City of
Hamburg. Today, Hamburg’s rowing clubs and associations have more than
5,000 active members. Time and again, top international athletes emerge from
their ranks. 



8



9

From Hamburg into the rowing world – 
Peter-Michael Kolbe

Peter-Michael Kolbe is probably the most successful and famous German rower.
For nearly two decades, from 1971 to 1989, he personified the national and in-
ternational rowing scene and had a great effect on the popularity of the sport in
Germany. The exceptional athlete started his rowing career in Hamburg at the age
of 12, in a small club on the Elbe, the ‘Hammerdeicher Ruderverein’. He soon won
his first championship title and embarked on an outstanding sporting career. Ten
times German champion, once European champion and twice runner-up, the
iconic rower from Hamburg also won five world championship titles and three
Olympic silver medals in the single scull, a fine tally.

Hamburg rowers win series 
of world championship titles

A more recent trend shows just how well Hamburg’s rowing tradition is thriving.
Women’s and men’s crews from Hamburg regularly compete in international
championships, often returning with medals. Hamburg’s junior teams are also reg-
ular contestants at national and international races. 

Strong oarswomen – 
well above average

The proportion of oarswomen in Hamburg clubs is well above the federal average
– another instance of how Hanseatic virtues like open-mindedness and tolerance
are put into practice. Since 1925, Hamburg has had a women’s rowing club, which
emerged from the AAC’s women’s squads. Today the ‘Hamburger Ruderinnen-
Club von 1925’ has around 350 members and offers a wide range of rowing
facilities for women and girls of all ages. Hamburg also has a large number of
mixed rowing clubs open to both men and women.

Starting early pays off – 
school rowing in Hamburg

Hamburg’s rowing successes are not least the fruit of continuous and targeted ac-
tivities that nurture the next generation. This starts in the schools. Since 1952, the
Hamburg School Rowing Federation, an alliance of all school rowing associations,
clubs and squads in Hamburg, has been training future generations of rowers. The
federation promotes rowing as a school sport by forming school rowing groups and
organising four annual regattas for pupils as well as an ergometer (indoor rowing ma-
chine) competition, all these in close collaboration with Hamburg’s schools. 

As a member of the AAC, the federation also cultivates close ties with Hamburg’s
rowing clubs, therefore providing additional encouragement for young talents.
Five of the city’s own boathouses are available to school rowers. Some schools
also work very successfully in direct collaboration with the city’s rowing clubs.
This way school rowing and the clubs’ promotion of budding young talents com-
plement each other ideally.

A stronghold of university rowing
The Hanseatic City also presents students with an excellent range of rowing fa-
cilities. Apart from the rowing clubs, the Hamburg universities’ rowing association
has a boathouse on Isekai, which offers an extensive programme of rowing
courses for all-round sports students, long-distance and racing rowers. Selected
top teams have repeatedly travelled to YiLan in Taiwan for the International Colle-
giate Invitational Regatta.

Europe’s finest rowing course right in the city
Whether for school or student rowers, recreational or long-distance rowers, or top
athletes – Hamburg’s vast expanses of water, on canals, watercourses and tributar-
ies of the Elbe, Alster and Bille, offer rowers a great variety of unique opportunities
for enjoying their sport. Given its wide range of activities and long-standing rowing
tradition, the metropolis is rightly regarded as the rowing capital of Germany.
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The ‘Große Hamburger Ruder-Regatta’ on the Alster Lake was a world-class event
in international rowing until the mid 20th century. Growing technical requirements
and tighter international standards, as well as the increase in individual boat traf-
fic on the Alster, required finding the location for a new, modern regatta course
in Hamburg.

It presented itself in the south-east of the metropolis on a peaceful arm of the
Elbe. The modern FISA Standard course at Dove-Elbe water park was opened in
1985. Every year numerous national and international rowing contests are held
here. The facility also serves as the central rowing education and training centre
for Northern Germany.

The regatta site – 
close to nature and international

The Dove-Elbe water park is a calm stretch of water, a side arm of the Elbe in a con-
servation area in the south-east of Hamburg. The facility offers excellent conditions
for competitions amid natural surroundings as well as ideal transport connections
and infrastructure due to its proximity to Hamburg’s city centre. It only takes about
15 minutes from the inner city by car, via the motorway exit Allermöhe.

The Regatta Course in the Dove-Elbe Water Park 
Complying with international FISA standards

Back in the 1980s, this natural setting was converted into a modern regatta
course, meeting all requirements for national and international contests. With a
total length of 2,150 metres, a maximum breadth of 225 metres and a minimum
depth of seven metres, the course has space for eight lanes in the west-east di-
rection as well as warm-up and training zones. Modern technical and sanitary
facilities, boathouses and regatta buildings as well as a tower marking the finish
are already available and will shortly be further expanded and modernised.

Environmentally friendly structures 
Due to its location in a listed nature conservation area, the spectator stands,
pedestrian bridges, floating start tower, pontoon start bridges and additional land-
ing stages required for international regattas have to be installed temporarily. This
environmentally friendly procedure has already proven its value in numerous na-
tional and international competitions. And the pleasant summer climate and wind
conditions ensure that it is an excellent setting for competitive regattas.

‘Rowing is at home in Hamburg – 
competitive rowers find ideal conditions to train and race in national and inter-
national regattas here, while recreational rowers enjoy its varied and interesting
waterways.’

Roland Baar 
Olympic Champion Rower
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‘Rowing is one of our city’s top sports. 
That’s why the world rowing elite is always more than welcome in the open-minded
Hamburg metropolis!’

Jürgen Warner 
Chairman, Allgemeiner Alster-Club / Norddeutscher Ruderer-Bund 

Competence and experience 
in professional regatta management

When organising and staging international regattas on the Dove-Elbe, FISA can
rely on the Allgemeiner Alster-Club’s highly competent and well-coordinated team.
National and international competitions take place here every year – from the an-
nual International DRV Junior Regatta with over 1,000 rowers to the FISA Masters
2004. Further international highlights such as the Nations Cup (U23) in 1986 and
1999 or the Baltic Cup in 2003 were celebrated on the Dove-Elbe.

Olympic centre for rowing 
as a keynote form of sport

Housing the modern rowing/canoeing training centre, Hamburg/Schleswig-Hol-
stein’s Olympic base is located directly adjacent to the regatta course. The best
rowers from Northern Germany train here for the Olympics, and the next gener-
ation of rowers from Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein is instructed and super-
vised here. Rowing is supported systematically as a priority sport at Hamburg /
Schleswig-Holstein’s Olympic base. The rowing training centre on Dove-Elbe was
specially chosen for this purpose, along with the nearby Ratzeburger Rowing
Academy.

Traffic connections and medical facilities

Ideal transport connections are another reason why the Dove-Elbe regatta course
is so suitable for international regattas. The course’s own exit at Allermöhe con-
nects the sports and leisure facilities to the nationwide motorway network. The
Mittlerer Landweg (S-Bahn) train station is located two kilometres from the water
park and offers good pedestrian access. During competitions, a bus shuttle pro-
vides visitors with quick and easy transportation to the water park.

The German Lifesaving Society (DLRG) runs an on site mobile rescue station
equipped with boats. In a case of emergency, there are several modern hospitals
nearby – including the Boberg Accident Clinic, the Asklepios Clinic St. Georg and
the Bethesda Clinic Bergedorf.
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Hamburg has developed into an internationally recognised sports metropolis in
many disciplines – with major championships setting the entire city in the mood
for celebration. Every year more than five million visitors descend on the city to
watch sporting events. Altogether over 111 million day and overnight guests visit
the city each year, i.e. about 353,000 visitors per day – along with Hamburg’s own
sports enthusiasts this presents international rowing regattas on the Dove-Elbe
with an enormous visitor potential.

A host of major events at World Cup level
Hamburg annually hosts around 50 national and international sporting events –
with wide, in many cases worldwide, media coverage. The most popular attrac-
tions are the UCI Pro Tour cycle race Hamburg Cyclassics, the Hamburg Marathon,
the ITU Triathlon World Championship, the ATP Tennis German Open at Rothen-
baum, the German Show Jumping and Dressage Derby in Klein-Flottbek and the
Derby Meeting in Hamburg-Horn. Other top events include the Judo Grand Prix
and hockey’s four-nation Masters Tournament. 

Along with these annual events at World Cup level, Hamburg has repeatedly
proved a fine host for european and world championships, most recently for the
FIFA Football World Cup in 2006, the Handball World Cup in 2007, the World Stu-
dent Beach Volleyball Championships 2008 and the European University Volleyball
Championships 2009. 

Hamburg City of Sports – a Metropolis in Motion
A special feature of many big events such as the Marathon, Cyclassics and the
Triathlon is that these are contested throughout the city – on the streets, squares
and parks, on the Alster and Elbe – a unique backdrop for unforgettable sports
festivals and enthusiastic crowds.

Hamburg’s own fans and active sports participants
Whether it’s football, volleyball or ice hockey, top league matches at the large 
arenas at Hamburger Volkspark thrill their Hamburg fans all year round. The Ham-
burger SV is the only football team to play in the first German professional league
continuously since its founding. The FinalFour tournament for the German Hand-
ball Cup is a sell-out at the Color Line Arena. And as Germany’s hockey power-
house, Hamburg regularly supplies members for national teams in international
hockey championships.

Prompted by their own enthusiasm and long-standing traditions, Hamburg’s pop-
ulation actively pursues all kinds of sports. The world’s first gymnastics club was
founded in Hamburg back in 1816. Today almost 500,000 sportsmen and sports-
women belong to 800 clubs covering sports of all types. And Hamburg is
dedicated to fostering the younger generation. This starts in schools and univer-
sities and extends to the Olympic training centre run jointly by Hamburg and
Schleswig-Holstein.
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The Metropolis Welcome World Rowing to Hamburg
Offering a multitude of recreational and cultural attractions, Hamburg is one of
mainland Europe’s most popular and successful city-break destinations. Thirteen
five-star hotels and a large number of quality hotels in every price category, in-
cluding youth hostels, meet the needs of guests from all over the world. 

Apart from the chance to experience the maritime flair of its port, the city has plenty
for people of all tastes to discover. Famous theatres and orchestras, museums and
galleries, the House of Photography in the Deichtorhallen and a vibrant music and
clubbing scene are just some features of the city’s wide cultural spectrum.

International art and European culture 
Hardly any other metropolis can boast having three state theatres as well as 40
private theatres. They include the earliest public opera house, currently headed by
world-renowned Australian conductor Simone Young. 

Since 1986, which marked the arrival of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s hit musical ‘Cats’,
Hamburg has advanced to become the No. 1 musical metropolis on the conti-
nent. Today the city has four large musical theatres, which cast their spell on more
than two million visitors a year with thrilling entertainment, perfect choreography
and moving stories. 

Warm hospitality for international rowing 

Hamburg will welcome the international rowing elite with open arms, and so will
the media based in the city known as the media capital of Germany, due to the
wide variety of nationwide broadcasting and publishing that takes place here. 

Major television broadcasters such as the NDR, which produces the national news
service ‘Tagesschau’, as well as large publishing companies like Axel Springer,
Gruner + Jahr, Die Zeit and Der Spiegel, all operate from Hamburg, shaping pub-
lic opinion. 

The city’s wealth of cultural attractions, its wide range of hotels and the optimal
conditions for training and competition at the Dove-Elbe water park combine to
make every international regatta in Hamburg an unforgettable experience.
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